Youth Orchestras, Chamber, & String Classes at Holy Names Universityare offered by the faculty members of the Holy Names University Preparatory Music Department for the purpose of providing young string students of the Bay Area and surrounding communities a stimulating, high quality musical experience in a string orchestra setting. 
Who can participate ...
Auditions are held each semester for young string players: violinists, violists, cellists, string bass and piano. String players are encouraged to join. Auditions are held in the late summer for fall semester classes and in January for spring semester classes. Individual auditions can be scheduled throughout the year as needed.
Divertimento Chamber

Players The art of the ensemble will be explored with this group which is designed for more advanced players. Standard chamber music repertoire will be studied and performed. Musical style and the fine points of communicating through music will be introduced and practiced. Participation in this group is through an audition by invitation with teacher recommendation and consent of instructor. There will be at least two performance opportunities and the possibility of more in a year. (Dorothy Lee, Instructor)
Da Capo Youth Orchestra is designed for the intermediate-level string player to provide a stimulating, high quality ensemble experience with instruction in orchestral technique and ensemble playing. DCYO offers young string players the opportunity to improve their technique and develop their ensemble skills while performing more advanced literature with others in an enjoyable and supportive setting. DCYO is slated to perform at least two concerts a year. (Leonora Gillard, Conductor)
Divisi String Orchestra is a beginning level ensemble for violinists and violists with no required prior ensemble experience. This ensemble group will focus on beginning notes reading, along with basic instrumental and orchestral performance skills through a repertoire built around the Suzuki Method and popular and classical excerpts. This ensemble will also prepare much of its repertoire in conjunction with the Divisi Cello Orchestra. At least two performances are slated each year with the possibility of more. (Robin Revelli, Conductor)
Divisi Cello Ensemble is an early intermediate level ensemble experience, solely for cellists. This ensemble experience is designed to teach cellists the skills of ensemble playing, basic cello technique, and note reading. Open to cellists in Suzuki Method late book 1 to Book 3, or the equivalent, this group will prepare repertoire to be performed with DSO. (Katherine Baird, Conductor)
DoReMi/Preludio Classes Participate in regular group lessons and Performance!  Children learn from and are motivated by each other.  Learn while you are having fun!  Our group includes students who are just learning how to hold the violin to students who are just starting the twinkle variations.  This class will focus on Pre-Twinkle to Twinkle repertoire, and up to Go Tell Aunt Rhody violin technique, and musicianship skills.  Student must be studying with a private teacher. Book 1 & 2 repertoire and technique will be emphasized, along with theory, note reading, and ensemble playing skills. Weekly sessions will include individual and group performance opportunities. (Dorothy Lee, Instructor)

Beginning Cello Group Class is a beginning level ensemble experience, solely for cellists. Open to cellists in Suzuki Method very beginning level to middle of Book 1. (Katherine Baird/Becky Rogot, Instructor)

Piano Ensemble

Using 9-piano and 5-piano labs, the beginning, intermediate, and advanced piano students engage in an intensive 14-week ensemble program to study multiple piano repertoires. (Kent & Mei-Ling Tchii, Instructors.)
There are four different levels of classes: 
III. Beginning Piano Ensemble
IV. Early Intermediate Piano Ensemble
V. Late Intermediate Piano Ensemble
VI. Advanced Piano Ensemble

Winds Ensemble is open to flute, clarinet, saxophone, bassoon, oboe, trumpet, trombone, French horn, tuba, and percussion students who would like more opportunities for ensemble practice and performance. (Cathy DeVos, Instructor)
Early Childhood Music & Movement are pre-instrumental classes for children aged 3 to 5 years. The classes aim to develop musical skills and an appreciation of music, and prepare children for private instrumental instruction. In each class children will sing, dance, move, and play a variety of instruments including rhythm sticks, bells, and other percussion instruments. Activities include large and small motor movement, with an emphasis on singing, beat, rhythm, high/low and fast/slow. Parent or caregiver must accompany child. (Fran Smith, Instructor)

 Suzuki Parent Seminar  is an informational two-hour class for parents interested in knowing more about the Suzuki philosophy and method. Topics will range from differences between Traditional and Suzuki approach, the hallmarks of Suzuki-style learning, and parents’ role in the lessons and home practice. The seminar may be taken on its own, and is a pre-requisite for the Prep to Twinkle Classes.
Suzuki Prep to Twinkle Music & Movement/Parent Education is a four- week, two-part series of classes specifically for parents and children ready to embark on Suzuki study. 
In the parent education component, topics such as practicing with your child at home, parent-teacher-student dynamics, keeping practicing fresh and inspired, and deeper understanding of the Suzuki philosophy will be discussed.

In the Suzuki music & movement classes, instructor Christina Berg will familiarize parents and children with Suzuki Book 1 repertoire through singing, dancing, movement, percussion, and listening. A former Suzuki mother of three and married to a seasoned Suzuki violin teacher herself, Mrs. Berg will offer expert parental advice on practicing, as well as motivating and inspiring your child to practice once you’ve begun lessons. The Suzuki Parent Seminar is a pre-requisite. 
Class Times - 

1. Divertimento Chamber Players 
Mondays, 6:30-8:00 PM - Kennedy Arts Center 
2. Da Capo Youth Orchestra 
Mondays, 6:30-8:00 PM – Kennedy Arts Center 
3. Divisi Strings Orchestra 
Mondays, 5:00-6:15 PM – Kennedy Arts Center 
4. Divisi Cello Ensemble
Mondays, 5:00-6:15 PM - Kennedy Arts Center 
5. DoReMi/Preludio Violin/Viola Class

Mondays, 4:30-5:30 PM – Kennedy Arts Center

6. Beginning Cello Group Class 

Mondays, 6:15-7:15 PM - Kennedy Arts Center

7. Piano Ensemble

Weekends, time/room TBA

8. Wind Ensemble
Day/Time TBA
9. Early Childhood Music & Movement

Wednesdays, 3:45-4:30 PM - Kennedy Arts Center 
10. Suzuki Parent Seminar

Saturday, Jan. 24 3:00-5:00 PM room TBA 

11. Suzuki Prep to Twinkle Music & Movement
Saturdays, Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 21, 28 @ 11 AM – 1:15 PM
 (no class Feb. 14)
(Class schedule/room subject to change.) 

 Audition Requirements:
- Continuing students are automatically re-enrolled 
- Any 2 octave scale of your choice
- Performance of a polished piece, memorization optional 
- Do not bring an accompanist 
- Sight-reading (music provided at time of audition)

Auditions: 

January 24, 2009. Contact PMD Music Office to schedule audition. 

Classes begin:

Strings/orchestras/winds: February 9, 2009. 

Piano ensembles: TBA.
Early Childhood Music & Movement: February 11, 2009.
Suzuki Seminar: Jan. 24, 2009

Suzuki Prep to Twinkle: Saturday, Jan. 31, 2009

To audition send completed application to:

 PMD, Brennan Hall 78, Holy Names University 

3500 Mountain Blvd., Oakland, CA 94619

- You will be contacted for an audition time, or call for an audition. –

For more information, please email: Baird@hnu.edu or call: 510-436-1224.

 

Strings, Piano, & Winds  Audition Form  

(PLEASE PRINT IN CAPITAL LETTERS)


1. Divertimento Chamber Players (DCP) 
2. Da Capo Youth Orchestra (DCYO) 
3. Divisi Strings Orchestra (DSO) 
4. Divisi Cello Ensemble (DCE) 
5. DoReMi/Preludio Classes 

6. Beginning Cello Group Class 

7. Piano Ensemble
8. Winds Ensemble

STUDENT’S NAME: _________________

DOB: _________
SCHOOL /GRADE:__________________ 

INST.: ________ YRS PLAYED: _______
PARENT’S NAME:___________________

EMAIL:___________________________
ADDRESS:________________________

CITY:________________,CA_________
PHONE (H):_______________________

PHONE (C)________________________
CLASS : __________________________
What is The Preparatory Music Department? The Holy Names University PMD was founded in 1968 by Sister Terese-Cecile, an early proponent of Suzuki music education in the West. Since then it has grown to include nearly twenty-five teachers of piano, violin, viola, cello, flute, recorder, oboe, harp, guitar, voice, and early childhood music education. PMD staff provides expert private, group, and ensemble instruction. The department offers both Suzuki and Traditional approaches to music instruction, but remains a renowned center of Suzuki learning in the Bay Area.

Who can participate?

Weekly lessons are offered to all interested, children as well as adults. The Preparatory Music Department has a student population consisting of families from Oakland, Berkeley, Albany, San Leandro, Lafayette, San Ramon, and Pleasanton. 

All ensembles and classes are open to students of non-Holy Names teachers.

What are the private lesson fees/tuition?

Rates for private lessons vary according to individual teachers. Each year is divided into fall, spring, and summer semesters. Students register by semester but can enroll at any time. Students may pay for the semester by making one full payment or three installments with an additional service charge (not applicable to mid-semester enrollment, or classes.)

Special events: In addition to weekly lessons and our string enrichment program, teachers in The Preparatory Music Department offer monthly performance playthroughs, as well as formal student recitals each semester. 

Every year, PMD students can audition for the annual Pops Concert, Honors Recital, and Concerto Festival. These are events unique to our program, and provide opportunities to perform non-classical music (Pops), display high levels of musicianship in a formal atmosphere (Honors), and solo with a live orchestra (Concerto Festival). 

Contact the director for more information at Baird@HNU.edu, or 510-436-1224.
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