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DEGREES OFFERED
MS in Nursing and MA in Forensic Psychology Joint Degree Program 
is designed for working nurses and is offered by two departments, the 
Department of Nursing and the Department of Counseling Psychology.

Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) and  
Master of Arts in Forensic Psychology (MA)

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The interdisciplinary master degree program prepares students for 
working in the field of forensic mental health nursing. The program 
provides students with the skills to work with incarcerated, paroled 
perpetrators as well as victims of crime in a mental health setting or 
in the community.

Because the faculty is made up of nursing and psychology clinicians, 
students are exposed to a wide variety of theoretical and practical 
frameworks for working in the mental health/legal systems. This pro-
gram is very attractive because (1) classes incorporate didactic learn-
ing with opportunities for experiential practice.; (2) nursing courses 
are offered once a month on a weekend (Thursday, Friday , Saturday, 
and Sunday) on campus or by interactive conferencing which brings 
the coursework directly to the workplace, (3) the forensic psychology 
courses are offered online; and (4) the entire program can be com-
pleted in 24 months.

ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS
The prerequisites for enrollment are:
•	� BSN in nursing from a college/university accredited by the National 
League for Nursing Accrediting Commission (NLNAC) or the Com-
mission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

•	A current California RN license
•	Two letters of reference 
•	A TOEFL score of 550 or higher if English is the second language
•	�Cumulative GPA of 2.8 and a GPA of 3.00 in nursing from the bac-
calaureate degree program

•	A resume
•	Courses in statistics and research at the undergraduate level

CURRICULUM
Required Nursing Courses

NURS 211	� Theoretical Basis and Philosophical Foundation of  
Advanced Practice (3)

NURS 212	 Healthcare Law and Ethics (3)
NURS 214 	� Health Promotion and Risk Reduction of  

Diverse Populations Across the Life Span (3)
NURS 216	� Social Impact of Healthcare Economics in a  

Changing Healthcare Environment (3)
NURS 217A	 Scientific Inquiry in Nursing (2)
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NURS 217B	 Capstone (2)
NURS 240	 Advanced Health Assessment (3)
NURS 240L	 Advanced Health Assessment Lab (1)
NURS 244	 Advanced Pharmacology (3)
NURS 271	 Clinical Experience I (4)
NURS 272	 Clinical Experience II (4)

Total = 31 units

Required Forensic Psychology Courses
CPSY 200	 Foundations of Counseling: Process and Skills (3)
CPSY 205	 Psychopathology (3)
CPSY 206	 Forensic Psychology and the Law (3)
CPSY 207	 Psychology of Criminal Behavior (3)
CPSY 208	 Substance Abuse Assessment and Treatment (3)
CPSY 209A	 Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment of the Victim (3)
CPSY 209B	 Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment of the Offender (3)
CPSY 211	 Forensics: Psychometrics and Assessment (3)
CPSY 226	 Advanced Issues in Correctional and Community Counseling (3)
CPSY 240 C	� Use of the Statistical Manual IV as a System for Identifying and  

Classifying Psychopathology (1)
CPSY 245C	 HIV/AIDS Assessment and Treatment (1)
CPSY 245D	 Domestic Violence (1)

Total = 30 units
Total for Two degrees = 61 units

Pathway Program to the MSN/MA in Forensic Psychology Option
Students who have a California RN license and have earned a bachelor 
degree in a non-nursing field of study and are interested in enrollment 
in the MSN/MA in Forensic Psychology program may meet the entrance 
requirements for the program by completing the Pathway courses. For 
enrollment in the MSN/MA in Forensic Psychology, students need to 
complete the following courses at the undergraduate level of nursing be-
fore admission to the MSN/MA in Forensic Psychology program:

NURS 141 	 Nursing Research (3)
NURS 142W 	 Family and Community Health Nursing I (3)
NURS 142L 	 Family and Community Health Nursing I Lab (3)
NURS 131 	 Health Assessment (3)
NURS 152 	 Family and Community Health Nursing II (3)
NURS 171 	 Pathophysiology (3)
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NURSING FACULTY

Fay L. Bower, DNSc, FAAN
Chair and Professor of Nursing
University of California, San Francisco, DNSc, MSN
San Jose State Univerity, BSBN
510.436.1024
bower@hnu.edu

Valerie Corpuz, MSN
Adjunct Faculty of Nursing
Vanderbilt University, MSN
Creighton University, BSN
510.436.1248
corpuz@hnu.edu

Edith Jenkins-Weinrub, EdD
Assistant Professor of Nursing
Nova Southeastern University, EdD
California State University, Dominguez Hills, MSN
University of Texas, Arlington, BSN
510.436.1551
jenkins-weinrub@hnu.edu

Maria Mangini, PhD
Associate Professor
University of California, San Francisco, PhD
Pace University, Leinhardt School of Nursing, MS
Vassar College, BA
510.436.1203
mangini@hnu.edu

Joyce Mills, MSN
Adjunct Faculty of Nursing
University of California, San Francisco, MSN
University of New Mexico, BSN
510-436-1239
mills@hnu.edu

Laura Smith McKenna, DNSc
Adjunct Faculty of Nursing
University of California, San Francisco, DNSc, MSN
Syracruz Univeity, BSN
510.436.1239
lsmith@americancollegeofnursing.com

Aparna Dixit-Brunet, Psy. D.
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FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY FACULTY

Felicia Byars
Adjunct Faculty
Argosy University, Master’s Forensic Psychology 
Southwest Texas State University,  
BAIS – Russian & Eastern European Affairs 
felicia.byars@yahoo.com

Kelley Bryan Gin, PsyD
Adjunct Faculty 
HNU Department of Counseling Psychology  
Wright Institute, MA, PsyD, Clinical Psychology 
San Francisco School of Psychology, MA Psychology 
Dominican University of California, BA Psychology/English Literature 
Kgin@hnu.edu 
510.219.7091 (office number)

Carol Clancy, Psy.D.
Adjunct Faculty of Froensic Psychology
University of Denver - Psy.D. - 2000
Bryn Mawr College - MSW - 1989
State University of New York at Purchase - BA Psychology - 1986 
drcarolclancy@hotmail.com 
 

L. James Ghilardi, MFT
Private Practice; Clinical Supervisor Second Chance Inc. 
University of San Francisco - MA MFT -1977 
St. Patrick seminary - Masters of Divinity - 1973 
University of Santa Clara - BS Mathematics - 1969 
California MFT 16302 
925-462-0220

William Pickens, MA
Adjunct Faculty of Forensic Psychology  
University of San Francisco - MA - 1994 
San Jose State University - BA - 1975 
wjpickens@att.net

Arinn Testa, Psy.D
Adjunct Faculty Counseling Psychology 
The Wright Institute - Psy.D Clinical Psychology 
Sacramento State University - BA - Psychology 
California Clinical Psychologist - PSY 22398 
415-505-0588 
dr.arinn@yahoo.com


