Policy on Athletic Scholarships and Eligibility Completion (5th year Seniors)
A qualifying student-athlete may receive an athletic grant upon recommendations of the coach and the Director of Athletics, with approval from the Dean of Enrollment Services. An offer of a financial award is contingent upon admittance to the University and the student-athlete’s academic standing. Presently, the cost of tuition and fees is the maximum amount awarded under an athletic grant-in-aid. Grants for lesser amounts are also given. 

For International Student-Athletes, issuance of an I20 document represents your ability to enter the United States and enroll at Holy Names University.  Please be advised that this offer of admission does NOT include confirmation of eligibility to compete.  We strongly advise that you not travel to the U.S. or enroll at Holy Names University until your official eligibility has been determined by the NAIA and you have been notified of your status.  Prior to the I20 being issued, prospective International student-athletes will be required to sign the “International Student Statement of Eligibility Understanding.”
All students enrolled at HNU who receive athletic scholarships will have their eligibility to receive those scholarships reviewed for subsequent years. In other words, athletic scholarships are not automatically renewed from year to year. Instead, continued receipt of athletic-related aid is dependent on a recipient being in good academic and athletic standing.

An athletic grant may be withdrawn if the student-athlete: 

· Returning student-athletes must be academically eligible and making normal progress toward a degree to be eligible for an award.  Returning Student-Athletes who are deemed athletically ineligible will have a maximum of two semesters, as well as the attached Summer term to regain their eligibility to compete in intercollegiate athletics at Holy Names University.  Any student-athlete who remains ineligible to compete in a third consecutive semester will lose their Athletic Scholarship.  

· A student-athlete voluntarily quits the team. 

· A student-athlete loses amateur status in the student-athlete’s sport after being declared eligible and then pursuing actions in violation of NAIA regulations
· EXAMPLE:  Student Athlete receives payment while playing for a Club Team during Summer break.

· Fraudulently misrepresents any information on an application, letter of intent or tender, or engages in serious misconduct warranting substantial disciplinary penalty. 

Scholarships lost due to any of the above factors can be appealed through the Financial Aid Committee.  No athletic aid can be withdrawn from a student-athlete without approval from the Director of Athletics, Dean of Enrollment Services and the Vice President for Student Affairs.
If a student-athlete is injured during practice, competition, or University sponsored travel to or from competition under Intercollegiate Athletics auspices, that student’s athletic grant will be continued until the athlete receives his/her baccalaureate degree or through the athlete’s fifth year of enrollment, whichever comes first. During the student-athlete’s enrollment at the University, approved medical expenses will be covered under this policy. 


The University’s obligation to provide medical care and financial aid under this policy will terminate immediately if appropriate University medical staff certify that an injured athlete has recovered sufficiently to permit competition and the athlete voluntarily chooses not to participate in athletics. 

 
Administrative Process: By April 1st of each year, recommendations for athletic awards for the next year will be due to the Dean of Enrollment Services or designate. The recommendation for each student athlete will be no less than the award that individual received for the previous year. Recommendations for increases in athletic awards must be submitted by coaches to the Director of Athletics and Recreation for initial approval.  All requests for adjusted renewals on existing athletic scholarships must be submitted to the Dean of Enrollment Services by August 1st of each year.  
Note: The department, in conjunction with the financial aid committee prior to March 1, 2010, will set standards for how decisions to increase awards will be made. At the very least, decisions concerning athletic scholarships will depend on athletic performance and leadership. Increases will not consider hardship. Recommendations for awards not received by the deadline will not be increased over that amount that the student athlete has already received.  Any requests for “mid-year adjustments” will be processed as a request for additional funding through the Financial Aid Committee.  A “mid-year adjustment” is classified as any request for additional Athletic Aid that is received by the Dean of Enrollment Services after August 1st of a given year.
In cases where student athletes have exhausted their eligibility to compete (generally referred to as a 5th year seniors), there will be two options for continuing to receive athletic-related aid:
First, the student can apply for a Champions of Character Fellowship, which will be renewable each term (click here for the application). This fellowship will involve students working as interns for the department of athletics and recreation. Internships will revolve around coaching, events management, and facilities supervision. All internships will involve structured learning, service to the community and a set number of hours per week, all to be agreed upon through a contract with the student. All eligible students ("5th year seniors") will need to apply for these fellowships and they are not guaranteed. One important criterion for consideration will be whether the applicant was making reasonable progress towards graduation. For example, was an applicant going to class, taking a full load of courses whenever possible, and performing well academically.

The second option will be to not continue to receive HNU aid designated as athletic.

This policy will be overseen by the financial aid committee - the department of athletics and the financial aid department are responsible for all aspects of this policy, including communications to students, decision-making, and the alignment of policy to practice (i.e., letters, contracts, review procedures, etc).

