Policy on Hazing

Holy Names University

Introduction

All acts of hazing by a University student organization or group and/or any of its members or alumni are prohibited. It is a violation of California state law, Board of Trustees policy and HNU policy for students to engage in any activity that may be described as hazing.
Hazing is a broad term encompassing any action or activity which does not contribute to the positive development of a person; or which inflicts or intends to cause mental or physical harm or anxieties; or which may demean, degrade or disgrace any person regardless of location, intent or consent of participants. In addition, hazing can be defined as any action or situation which intentionally or unintentionally endangers the physical or mental health of a student for the purpose of initiation or full admission, or affiliation with any organization operating under the sanction of HNU. 

The University believes that any activity which promotes a class system within organizations is inappropriate. Subservience in any form is unacceptable. Subsequently, activities which facilitate inappropriate levels of authority over students may be deemed as hazing and will not be allowed.

Enforcement

It is the responsibility of all organization officers, advisors, and Student Affairs to inform members, associates, and alumni of this hazing policy and to ensure that all HNU organizations will adhere to this policy. Further, any student found to be involved in any hazing activity will face disciplinary action and is subjected to a maximum sanction of dismissal from the University. Students and their organizations are also subject to criminal and civil action as it relates to California state law.

