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The Redemptive Power of Humor in Religion

20th – 21st April 2009

University of Antwerp

Call for Papers
Dear Sir/Madam,

We have the pleasure of enclosing in attachment the call for papers for the international conference the University Centre Saint-Ignatius Antwerp (cf. www.ucsia.org) is organizing, in collaboration with prof. dr. Hans Geybels of the department of Systematic Theology of the Catholic University of Leuven and spokesperson of Cardinal Danneels and prof. dr. Walter Van Herck of the department of Philosophy of Religion and the Centre Pieter Gillis of the University of Antwerp on April 20th and 21st 2008 in Antwerp, Belgium, on the topic of “Deus Ridens: the Redemptive Power of Humor in Religion”.
In attachment you will find:

· a project description with the preliminary programme and additional information on the organizers

· the application procedure

· an application form

The deadline for submission of applications is set for December 1st 2008. Candidates should send in the completed application form, accompanied by a curriculum vitae, a statement of purpose and an outline of the proposed paper. The selection of participants is planned for December, the outcome of which will be communicated by mid January 2009.
The organizer takes on charge all costs pertaining to participation and stay in Antwerp of all selected participants, while travel arrangements and costs are incumbent on participants themselves.
The aim of the organizer is to publish the articles presented at the conference afterwards.

Thanking you in advance for your interest and for the wider dissemination of this information, we remain at your disposal for all further questions

Sincerely,

Heleen Van Nyen
Project Coordination

UCSIA
DEUS RIDENS

The Redemptive Power of Humor in Religion

International UCSIA Conference

20th – 21st April 2009

University of Antwerp

At the beginning of the third millennium, once again, religion became an extremely important topic in societal debates. Unfortunately, the disintegrating aspects of religion are emphasized. There are also more constructive aspects of religion. Humor, for example, always played a very important role in all religions. Though the importance of humor both in and for religions is recognized, it has been rarely studied in a scholarly context. This two-day conference highlights the importance of humor in and on religion. 

 

From an internal perspective, humor always contains (implicit) references to the finitude and relativity of our human condition. In that sense, humor and spirituality fit well together. Humor which is not spiritual is of no significance to religion. The aim of the workshop is to highlight the importance and functioning of humor in diverse world religions. What is the meaning of humor in different religions? Did it evolve historically? How does it function? How is humor related to the realization of spiritual goals? 

 

From an external perspective, historians, philosophers, psychologists, sociologists … study how humor functions in religions and how religions interact with the laughter that resounds in society at large. How does a religion respond to sarcasm and irony? Are there limits to mockery and making fun of believers? Does humor have a pacifying effect when societal tensions run high or does it rather intensify the sensitivities and is humor consequently a dangerous toy to play with?

 

The workshop is necessarily interdisciplinary. In that respect, scholars from disciplines as diverse as theology, philosophy, anthropology, sociology, psychology and cultural studies are invited to discuss the role of humor in religions.

Format

· A two-day conference with specialized lectures and presentations and debates by national and international scholars during the day, accessible to the ‘professional’ community, as well as an evening lecture open to the broader public. 

· The workshop is meant to be more than just a meeting of experts. The aim is to offer a platform to scholars to present their research on the topic. 

Target groups

· Experts on the topic from Europe and beyond

· Scholars doing research in the topic matter from Europe and beyond

· The broader local public
Programme

	
	Day1 - Monday April 20th


	Day 2 – Tuesday April 21st



	
	HUMOR IN RELIGION

Meaning of Life

Theological, Philosophical and

Inter-religious Perspective 


	HUMOR ON RELIGION

Meaning for Society

Historical, Sociological and Psychological Perspective


	09:30
	Welcome and introduction

Joy in Religion

Hans Geybels
	Welcome and introduction

Humor, Religion and Society

Walter Van Herck



	09:45
	What is Humor?

Johan Taels
	Comparative History of Humor in Religion

Ingvild Saelid Gilhus



	10:15
	Humor in Christianity

John Morreall

	Society Humouring Religion
(still to be confirmed)



	10:45
	Coffee Break

	11:00
	Humor in Islam

Ulrich Marzolph
	Religion and Sense of Humor

Vassilis Saroglou



	11:30
	Humor in Judaism

Athalya Brenner


	Humor, Religion and Ethnicity

Christie Davies

	12:00
	Lunch

	14:00


	Workshop I


	Workshop III



	15:30


	Coffee Break
	

	16:00
	Workshop II 
	Workshop IV

	Evening Session



	20:00
	(in French)
The Limits of Humor

François Boespflug


	

	21:00
	Reception
	


Speakers

· François Boespflug, History of Religions, Faculté théologique catholique, Université Marc Bloch, Strasbourg, France 

· Athalya Brenner, Professor Hebrew Bible/ Old Testament, Biblical Studies section of Religious Studies, Dept. of Art, Religion and Culture, Fac. of Humanities, University of Amsterdam 
· Christie Davies, Sociology, University of Reading, UK

· Hans Geybels, Dept. of Pastoral Theology, KULeuven, Belgium and spokesman of Cardinal Danneels

· Ulrich Marzolph, Islamic Studies, University of Göttingen, Germany

· John Morreall, Religious Studies, College of William and Mary, US

· Ingvild Saelid Gilhus, History of Religion, University of Bergen, Norway

· Vassilis Saroglou, Center for Psychology of Religion, Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium

· Johan Taels, Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Antwerp, Belgium
· Walter Van Herck, Dept of Philosophy of Religion and Centre Pieter Gillis, University Antwerp, Belgium

Organizers

UCSIA, Antwerp (www.ucsia.org) 

About UCSIA:

UCSIA provides an international and interdisciplinary platform that supports and stimulates academic research, higher education and community service regarding themes that express the Christian ideology in a spirit of openness and tolerance, thus contributing to a more just society. The center was created five years ago as an offspring of the former Saint Ignatius University Antwerp. It develops about 20 projects a year (seminars, conferences, lectures etc.) on topics such as democracy, the construction of Europe, and interreligious and intercultural dialogue; see the activity report of UCSIA on www.ucsia.org
Project Coordination

Heleen Van Nyen
UCSIA - Prinsstraat 14 – 2000 Antwerp – Belgium

Tel.: 00/32/(0)16/32.84.51
Fax.: 00/32/(0)3/707.09.31

E-mail: heleen.vannyen@student.kuleuven.be
University Centre Saint-Ignatius Antwerp (UCSIA)
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CALL FOR PAPERS

Eligibility Criteria

Applicants should:

· be a graduate student or scholar in theology, history, the humanities (religious studies, philosophy etc.) or the social sciences (anthropology, sociology, political sciences etc.) or other disciplines if engaged in relevant research

· have relevant previous experience and be active in a relevant area of specialisation

· have a good command of English
· respect formal requirements of the application process 

Application Procedure

Application documents should be submitted by December 1st 2008
The application documents include:

1. Application form completed in English

2. Curriculum vitae, in English, with attached list of publications (if available)

3. Statement of purpose, maximum one page, in English, explaining applicant's current professional goals, and reasons for applying for participation 

4. An outline of your proposed paper of minimum 1 page - maximum 2 pages, in English

The application package should be addressed to the address indicated at the end of this letter.
Selection Process

The selection of participants will be made on a competitive basis. In the selection, the

profile of the selected group of participants as a whole will be taken in consideration. The purpose is to select a team that is as complementary, multidisciplinary and multicultural as possible.  

The applications will be reviewed by the selection committee headed by Dr. Christiane Timmerman, Director of Academic Affairs. The selection committee will include scholars and researchers of the University of Antwerp.
Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

Additional information may be requested from qualified candidates in order to ensure competitive assessment of the candidates.

Selection Criteria

· Fulfillment of formal eligibility requirements   

· Academic qualifications

· Strong motivation for participation in the seminar

· A well written paper, representative of your research work and related to the topic of the Conference
Admission Announcement 
Successful candidates will be informed on the admission decision by mid-January 2009.

Funding

UCSIA will fund the following for selected participants:

· tuition fee 

· study materials

· lodging (except for Belgian residents) and meals while in Antwerp
University Centre Saint-Ignatius Antwerp (UCSIA)

DEUS RIDENS

The Redemptive Power of Humor in Religion

International UCSIA Conference

20th – 21st April 2009

University of Antwerp

APPLICATION FORM
Please type, print, or write in block capital letters

To be returned (with annexes) to the address below

A.  Personal and Contact Information

	Name, Surname
	

	Gender
	

	Date of birth
	

	Citizenship
	

	Permanent address
	

	Address for correspondence (if different from permanent address)
	

	Telephone and fax number

(incl. country and area code)
	

	E-mail address
	


B.  Academic Background
Highest Academic Qualifications Received 

	Title of the Degree
	

	Date Degree Received
	

	Discipline, Area of Specialization 
	

	Degree-Granting Institution
	


Current Enrolment in Academic Programs (if applicable)
	Name of the Program
	

	Institution
	

	Discipline, Area of Specialization
	

	Anticipated Date of Completion
	


Academic Experience Outside your Home Country (if applicable) 
	Country
	

	Name of Institution
	

	Name of Program
	

	Discipline, Area of Specialization
	

	Dates
	

	Qualifications/certificate obtained
	


	Country
	

	Name of Institution
	

	Name of Program
	

	Discipline, Area of Specialization
	

	Dates
	

	Qualifications/certificate obtained
	


Other Relevant Degrees and Qualifications
	Title of the Degree
	

	Date Degree Received
	

	Discipline, Area of Specialization
	

	Degree-Granting Institution
	


C.  Professional Data
Current Employment (if applicable)

	Position
	

	Institution/Company (Name, contact information)
	

	Dates of Employment
	

	Brief Description of Duties (if academic position, specify the titles and level of courses taught)
	


D.  Additional Information

Referee's Contact Information (Please give contact information of at least one faculty member/job supervisor/other person familiar with applicant's academic and/or professional activities and able to assess applicant's relevant capabilities)  

	First Name
	

	Surname
	

	Title
	

	Position
	

	Organization
	

	Tel/fax
	

	E-mail
	


	First Name
	

	Surname
	

	Title
	

	Position
	

	Organization
	

	Tel/fax
	

	E-mail
	


Please attach to the completed application form the following documents:

· Curriculum Vitae, in English, with attached list of publications (if available) 

· Statement of purpose, maximum one page, in English, explaining applicant's current professional goals, and reasons for applying for participation 

· An outline of your proposed paper of minimum 1 page - maximum 2 pages, in English

The completed application form and other required application documents must be submitted to the UCSIA Selection Committee not later than December 1st 2008 

by e-mail to heleen.vannyen@student.kuleuven.be
or by fax to 00/32/(0)3/707.09.31,  

or by mail addressed to :

Heleen Van Nyen
Project Coordination

UCSIA

Prinsstraat 14– 2000 Antwerp – Belgium

Tel.: 00/32/(0)16.32.84.51
Fax.: 00/32/(0)3/707.09.31
