2009 Holy Names University Graduate Hooding Speech
Dr. Fay Bower
Tomorrow is a day you will never forget. I know, for while it has been over 40 years since I received my master’s degree, I still remember the excitement, relief and pride in what I had accomplished. Like many of you I was older, a parent, and held a demanding job while attending school. And like some of you I traveled a distance to get to the university and spent many nights working on papers I was afraid would not be what the instructor was looking for. And while there is a sense of relief and pride for what you have endured, there is also a feeling of loss and wonder about whether it was worth all it took to complete the degree requirements. 
Tonight’s ceremony is the first step in being honored for the incredible devotion it took to earn a master’s degree and often at the expense of the family’s needs. I am sure you have more than once asked yourselves “Is it worth the effort? Is it fair to put the family through the trauma, neglect and anxiety of watching me struggle with assignments?” When the President places the hood over your shoulders tonight I want you to say to yourselves, “Yes it is. I have not only reached the goal I set out to accomplish, I also have learned a lot more than I expected I would and I have gained new friends, made linkages I did not expect would occur, and at times even enjoyed the time spent learning to be someone else.”
There are many activities in life that carry us forward. Determination, perseverance, and just being stubborn are some of the personal characteristics that have made it possible for you to be in this room tonight. But, probably the one factor that is of major importance and without which you would probably have failed, is the support you received from family and friends while attending school. Whether it was childcare, being the cook or house cleaner, or chauffer, without these “helpers” you probably would not have been able to complete the program. Let’s all give thanks to those who have helped make this evening a joyful experience for you. (Applause for the supporters). 
	Hooding is an activity with a long history. The hood acknowledges you have completed the necessary requirements to receive a specific degree. So tomorrow when you parade from this building to the grass in front of the library where you will receive your degree from the President, you will be wearing the hood over your graduation gown and the crowd will know what degree you are receiving by the color of the hood, since each discipline has a different hood color.
	Rituals are an important part of our learning culture as they are with many other activities. But I believe the rituals of academia are especially exciting for they are a visible way to let others know you have accomplished something important and special and they provide an opportunity for the family and friends to acknowledge your accomplishment. So please enjoy this ceremony tonight and be here early tomorrow morning, dressed in your gown with the hood, so we can all share the excitement, pride, and sense of ending a sometimes painful but fulfilling venture. We, my colleagues and your families and friends, are proud of you and of being able to celebrate your accomplishments this evening. And as I tell every graduate, this is NOT the end. We need more doctorally prepared persons who can lead the way and provide the research we so desperately need to make the important decisions that direct our lives. So take a little rest, get to know your family again, and then begin to consider where you will go to continue your education. So to acknowledge your pursuit and completion of a degree, let us all stand the give the applause these graduates certainly deserve!  
Congratulations!!!!!	
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