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Felicity Harris
Good morning President Nassif, Members of the Board of Trustees, Faculty, Administration, Family, Guests, and Members of the Class of 2009.
As I begin I would like to say let us thank our professors for their immeasurable dedication, our families for their unconditional support throughout these years, and our friends who walked along with us, side by side. Because of them, we were able to reach our dreams and say, “We made it!”   (Felicity: you start the applause for you and your classmates)
At some point before we leave, we should on reflect on our last moments as students here and take a moment to gaze at that million dollar view we all have been paying for the last four years. For many of us here, we can say that Holy Names has provided a sense of community during our education. It was an intimidating experience coming as a freshman, with a suitcase, some expectations of what college was supposed to be like, and away from everything with which we were so familiar. 
Holy Names has also taught us lessons to be applied to life and society. Look around and see the many faces that compose this graduating class and our whole student body. We have met students here from all over the world: different countries, different cultures, and walks of life. These encounters have allowed us to see perspectives we may have not known previously and gain understanding on those who are different from us. The diversity and relationships created here are definite memories to take away with us. 
Many of us are at a crucial point in our lives. Some are now independent, maybe for the first time in life. As a child, it was our parent’s job to instill morals in us through example and experience. But we are now college graduates and we are free to begin our own lives.
From this point forward, let us consciously choose our next path. If you are sitting here today with a square piece of cardboard on your head, and you realize that the road you are heading down doesn’t take you to the future you would like to see, then take the first exit that will lead you there. This is a new beginning, both frightening and exciting. 
A recent workforce survey stated that as baby boomers begin to retire, companies and recruiters will need to look even more closely at colleges and universities for talent. And in the present economy, 2009 grads should be at the top of this talent list.
 This is something to contemplate in the post- meltdown economy we are facing: There were CEOs of America's car companies flying to Washington, D.C. in their private jets to ask Congress for a bailout and the Wall Street bankers who handed out bonuses to their bailed-out executives using money from the public treasury. There are mistakes to be corrected and a world waiting to be born, and we are the young men and women to step up to the plate.
We all deserve a life that will make us happy. So now it’s all about mustering the courage we established entering school, and applying it to the lives and experiences we will find in the years to come.
So, good luck fellow graduates, as you cross the line between the security of college and the brutal reality that is life. Whether it’s on to graduate school, into the workforce, or other life ventures, make your life a conscious decision. Congratulations to all of us!

