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President Nassif, Members of the Board of Trustees, Faculty, Administration, Distinguished Guests, and the graduating Class of 2009 good morning.  I first would like to thank the adult undergrads for giving me the opportunity to represent our senior class.  Today is a day of celebration and reflection.  It seemed not too long ago that I was in Dr. Nass’s office, having a mild anxiety attack because I was taking my education to the next level.  I have attended classes with many of you, and now the day has come where we can celebrate and congratulate each other for meeting our goals.  We all chose to further our education for different reasons, but whatever your reason was, be proud of yourself and what you have accomplished here today.  
I stand here before today for many reasons: I wanted to be an example for my children, I wanted to be the first in my family to graduate with a degree, but most of all, I wanted to finish what I started 12 years ago.  12 years ago, I was 19 years old, working 2 jobs, pregnant, and taking classes in the evening at Merritt College.  My blood pressure was elevating and I had to make a hard decision.  I needed my income, so I stopped going to school.  I remember crying and feeling as if I was a quitter, but later realizing that I didn’t quit school; it was just postponed.  Four years, a husband, and 2 children later, I started taking classes at Laney College.  I took 1 class a semester to get me in the groove of going back to school.  By this time, my children were in kindergarten and pre-school and I thought it would be good for them to see Mommy doing homework as well.  However, that pace of one class would’ve had me in school forever.  HNU came to an education fair at my job; I inquired about their programs, and they were the only school to follow-up with me.  I enrolled in the WECO program and my first class was religious studies.  This is where I was introduced to something called pre-assignments.  How can I have homework before the class even began?  In the beginning of my studies, I battled with my major. I went from business communications, to business management, to doing a double major of Business Management and Business Communications.  I started off taking 2 classes, then 3, and my final year a full load of 4 classes.  I took classes in every program allowed: WECO, Ex-Cel, and the Nursing Program.  I made a promise to myself to graduate when I was 30 years old, and was committed to doing that, whatever it took.  
So here I am, 30 and graduating.  I’ve frequently been asked how I do it, being a wife, mom, and working full time.  I couldn’t have done it without the support of my family and friends.  Thank you, Mom, for taking my children to choir rehearsal and prayer services with you.  Thank you, kids, for being such troopers on the evenings I had to bring you to class.  To my husband, thank you supporting and encouraging me, and forcing me to get some sleep.  My friends, thank you for understanding when I couldn’t go out with you.  Thank you, Ramon and Marion for picking my kids up from school and taking care of them as if they were yours.  A special thank you to all the professors for sharing their knowledge and experiences.  And finally, thank you Red Bull, Rock Star, Starbucks and Peet’s coffee for your extremely caffeinated beverages that provided energy and kept us awake while we cranked out papers for our classes.  
	I was once denied a position for being too ambitious.  But it is the same ambition and determination that has us here today.   We are the future leaders of our communities and this world. I urge you today not to lose your ambition and determination, but to take this with you as you embark on a new journey in life.  Continue to set goals for what you want to achieve and take the necessary steps to make them happen.  Our world is currently in a crisis; therefore, I challenge all of you to be facilitators of change and a model of excellence.  Let your accomplishments be an inspiration to others.  Stand proud and tall; you are now a Holy Names University graduate.  I wish you all the best of luck and congratulations once again.  
