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Dr. William Hynes, Members of the Board of Directors, Sisters of the Holy Names, faculty, staff and administration, honored guests, and graduating class of 2011. Good morning.

Thank you for selecting me as the speaker for the adult completion program. When I came to this country, I could not speak English, but here I am. God is gracious!
I would like to tell you a little story. When I was a little girl, my family did not have a lot of money. Consequently, books were not a priority at our house. I didn’t have many material things. But what I did have, was a mother who showered me with love. I had a mother who taught me about giving, hospitality, and compassion. I had a mother from whom I inherited an endless love for learning, and that is what eventually brought me here today.
Many of us share similar stories. Not long ago, we, the adult undergrad students, were all faced with making the difficult decision of going back to college. Before deciding, we had to consider our personal circumstances, and “our age.” Many of us were afraid to take the first step. It was not easy.
Deciding where to go to college was another difficult decision. Some of us wanted not only a program tailored for working adults and excellence in instruction; we wanted a place that supported, encouraged our talents, and challenged us. I personally wanted a second home that nurtured me, empowered me, and reinforced the love, and compassion my mother first taught me. A few of us wanted a place where we could heal. And we found it all at HNU. It is not a coincidence that it was named Best of the Bay Area colleges last year.  

I remember those early days at HNU and how I felt out of place, especially when I saw that many of my classmates were my children’s age, that some of our teachers were younger than us –does this sound familiar?

I remember that many of us struggled with technology. Can someone graduating here please invent a computer that is truly user-friendly? We were sent into a panic when we discovered that the scientific and mathematical methods we knew were almost obsolete. Dr. Sammis had to remind me, that a square is a rectangle but a rectangle is not always a square. (
But we gradually discovered that our life experiences gave us an advantage. We planned and worked harder. Sometimes we were accused of being overachievers. The truth is that as we get older, we feel we are running out of time. So we applied ourselves more diligently and gave it all we had. We expect and demand more for our money, and even though we drove our teachers crazy, as a bonus of a small campus setting, we developed meaningful relationships with our teachers and classmates.
We immersed ourselves in our studies and thanks to our ISAC classes we now have a different perspective of the world and our role as global citizens. Some of us had the opportunity to travel to Latin America and experience first hand what we as a country have done, what we are doing, and what we do not want to do. We have learned about solidarity.

My fellow classmates, I would like to believe that it is not a coincidence that we chose Holy Names to be our home for learning; I would like to think that we are graduating, empowered not only with a degree but also with a commitment to social justice. I would also like to think that in, some way, we were called to continue the mission of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary. 
Today, we thank the sisters for their vision. We thank the administration and staff. We thank our professors, especially those who went out of their way to help and were there for us when we needed them. Dr. Galindo, Dr. Alderman, Dr. Handler, I know you are here. We thank the traditional students, the younger generation, for helping “us” technology challenged individuals, to turn on our computers and set up our power points. What would we have done without you?

We thank our employers who accommodated our schedules because they understood the importance of our aspirations. To our spouses, partners, significant others, and friends thank you. You were the rocks we leaned on. I would especially like to thank my mother and my four children: you are the best teachers I’ve ever had. My husband, love of my life, I would not be here without you.

As we conclude our journey here, we have proved to ourselves that we have what it takes to succeed. Let us carry with us the essence of Holy Names University and share it with others. Let us not be afraid. 
Indeed, when we made that decision to attend college, it was difficult. But today, we are certain, that coming to HNU was one of the best decisions we have ever made. 
Best wishes and congratulations, Class of 2011.
