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Thank you, Vice President Martin, President Hynes, my esteemed colleagues and the friends and families of the class of 2011. Most importantly, I would like to thank the cause of our celebration, our beloved graduating students. Thank you all for inviting me to speak with you this evening.

You, our soon to be graduated, have spent the past four or more years walking, running, stumbling, and dancing, up and down those stairs( they really didn’t look that high in the brochure—did they?) You have read, written, studied and, yes, sometimes even crawled toward this day. 

To this, I say “Bravo”. Savor this moment. As you move on from here to engage the world beyond our campus with your degree in hand, don’t let anyone minimize your achievement. Whether you are 21 or ageless, you have earned this degree with your thoughtfulness, creativity, ingenuity, hard work and, I know for some of you, a few tears and far too many sleepless nights. 

This Saturday, May 14th, you will be college graduates. Again, Bravo! Celebrate your moment with the whole of your heart — let the people who love you shower you with praise!

When you wake –up on Sunday, May 15th -- brace yourself. Before you have grasped the magnitude of your achievement or its impact on your life, the world will ask you the hard question, “That’s great (insert your name here). What’s next?” This question is usually asked with perky and well-intentioned nosiness. Even so, this question, for many of you, will hang in the air like … well, I’m not sure, but you get my drift. When I look out at you all today, I, and I dare say the faculty, your friends and family, are very curious how each of you will answer that question.

While we do not know for certain how you will answer it, you have given us glimpses of your character – the very character that will shape and form your responses. Here’s what we have seen of you during your time here at Holy Names University: 


You are bright in spirit.
You are ambitious in your vision for a better world.
You care about the environment.
You care about social justice.
You value family and friends.
You take action not because you must but because you have the ability.
You uphold the values and mission of Holy Names University with integrity and attitude.
You demand your administration, faculty and staff do the same.
You do not know what the word “impossible” means.
You laugh loud, play hard and work even harder.
You don’t back down when it matters and you turn the other cheek when you know it will make a difference.

In light of what you’ve shown us, I wasn’t going to offer you advice, since I know you’ll be brilliant as you face the world. Still, that felt counter intuitive for me to not offer you something, so here are a few thoughts for you to consider when you approach the “what’s next” question in the days and years to come: 

First: Stand tall and breathe.

Next: Remember that “I don’t know” is an acceptable answer, as long as you are trying to find a better answer.

And: Whatever dreams you hold for your future, plan them well, but leave room in your life for the unexpected. We live in a world of possibilities and fragile balances that impact us personally, politically, socially and environmentally. The choices you make about your personal life will have a direct impact on all those possibilities and fragile balances. 

Practice peacemaking in your own life and relationships both on a local and global scale. When you model the values of compassion, social justice and right action, which you have embodied here at HNU, you make the world a better place. 

When the practice of peacemaking doesn’t work, try and remember the air that you inhale is the same air that your enemy just exhaled.

Be willing to risk everything for your dreams at least once in your life. Your dreams are worth the risk. If you’re feeling brave, then risk again.

Be generous with your love and patience and be miserly with your disapproval and judgment. It has been my experience that love and patience will open more doors then you could imagine while disapproval and judgment closes them faster than one can see.

Seek out people who will nurture your spirit, remind you of your dreams and are invested in the work of your heart. 

Cultivate friendships and mentors. Both are invaluable in opening doors and guiding you through whatever the Fates throw your way such relationships are never a one way street. Friends and mentors learn just as much from you and your particular perspective. 

Be a mentor whenever the opportunity arises—you will learn a great deal about how to answer the “what’s next” question when you are listening to, and helping another to shape their dreams.

Please always remember that you are enough just as you are. No matter how you answer the “what’s next” question, I am confident in how you will act: as role models, as teachers, as visionaries, scientists, artists or world leaders.
As many of you know I often read a poem on the last day of class—in order to mark the sacredness of coming together to learn and the transformation that if we are lucky happens over the course of the semester.  So, before you go I want to offer the gift of one last poem by Theodor Reik, I believe it sums up nicely the impact that the Class of 2011 has had on Holy Names University.

Take a lump of clay,
Wet it, pat it
Make a statue of you
And a statue of me
Then shatter them, clatter them,
Add some water,
And break them and mold them
Into a statue of you
And a statue of me.
Then in mine, there are bits of you
And in you there are bits of me.
Nothing ever shall keep us apart.

And last from me: YOU ARE THE FUTURE! HOW COOL IS THAT!
