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President Hynes, Dean Martin, HNU administrators and staff, my fellow faculty members, family, friends, and of course our candidates for the Master’s degree—thank you for the privilege of addressing you this evening.

Candidates, my guess is that at some point today--maybe when you processed into this theater, maybe when you were seated in your chair—you said to yourself, “How in the world did I get here?”  Well, I just want you to know I’m asking myself the same question.  I have never before stood on this stage as a graduate program director, let alone as the faculty speaker for the ceremony.  But tonight, we will bestow hoods upon the first graduates of The Writer’s Craft English MA program.  So for me, this time it’s personal.

So that’s how I got here.  Candidates, you made it here because you worked diligently, you completed a rigorous course of study, you did the fieldwork, you passed the tests, you gave the performances, and in many cases you wrote a thesis or constructed a project.  But in the grander scheme of things, you are on this stage tonight because you have made successful and effective contributions to the academic, professional, and intellectual conversation that is graduate study.  And by doing so, you make HNU a smarter place.
A student in the Culture and Spirituality program might contemplate humankind’s place in the cosmos and an MBA student might study economic trends, but both engage in serious, deep thought and both enhance the intellectual climate of our campus.  And when music students give performances or the Writer’s Craft students do readings of their work, they make HNU a more creative and artistic learning community.  Candidates, your contributions make the case for the centrality of graduate study within the liberal arts university.

So that’s what you have done for us.  What do you do now that you are the proud possessor of a graduate degree?  Well, my charge to you this evening is to take your academic and intellectual show on the road.  I suggest that you think of yourself as a “public intellectual.”  Use your knowledge and skills to elevate public discourse.  For instance, those of you who are earning graduate degrees in Nursing, Counseling Psychology, Pastoral Ministries, and Education will do wonderful, good work in your communities.  You will improve the lives of others, but you can also help shape society’s understanding of our most pressing concerns.

Our eight graduate programs represent a broad spectrum of academic and intellectual pursuits.  And when we participate in public debate and conversation, we all have different things to say--in different ways.  But our varied contributions have the potential to transform our world—we trust for the good.  And personally, I think making the world smarter is a great way to fulfill the mission of Holy Names University.

Thank you, and congratulations to the graduate class of 2011.
