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Sister Rosemarie, Members of the Board of Trustees, faculty, staff and administration, honored guests, and graduating class of 2010, good morning! I know it was a close balloting process that led to my selection as the adult program speaker. There were so many candidates to choose from (pause). I’ll remember next time to be more careful what I volunteer for!  
My own story about why I’m here today isn’t a unique one. What I’ve come to understand about what motivates we adult graduates at Holy Names University is very much a story worth telling, because it speaks to the essence of the adult program. 

So who are the adult learners? We are grandfathers who will not be stumped by their smart-aleck grandchildren. We are soldiers returning from active duty with unfinished business. We are single mothers determined to set good examples for our kids. We are mid-career business people who have had a change of heart.  We are police officers, nurses, paramedics, paralegals, and aspiring teachers. 

So who aren’t we? We are lousy conformists. We don’t color within the lines very well. We ask why and demand relevance for what we learn. Some of us, I am not naming any names here—drive our teachers ever so slightly insane (pause). You might say that we march to the sound of a very different drummer. And, as a group, we’re already law-abiding taxpayers and contributing members of society. In short, we are already successful, in our jobs, in our relationships, in our families, and in our communities. 

So why are we here? We are here because we want to be here. And that is so much more than simply needing to.  
What do I mean by want? After discarding the usual synonyms: desire, covet, aspire, choose, yearn for, etc. etc. I chose “Desiderate” from the Latin word “Dēsīderātus.”  Dr. Alderman, do you want the root and derivational suffix morphemic structure now or later? (pause). Why choose such an obscure word from the 6th century? Well, we’re talking about heart’s desire, right here (hand on heart). Desiderate translates want into the meaning deep longing and profound determination. That want is the undercarriage of this program. There is lifetime of experience between need to and want to. 

Now, need is a fine vehicle to get going in life. Need is what gets most 18-year-olds in the door of college to begin with. 

But want, at least in our context here, is something more. Need is flat white interior wall paint. Want is hot red, blazing yellow, cool blue interiors. 

Need is a 1985 Chevy Malibu that still runs. Want is a 2010 red Ferrari (pause). 
Need is Martin Luther King, Jr. taking a job as local pastor at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. Want was Dr. King’s deep conviction based on the radically just idea that no man or woman should be judged by the color of one’s skin. He gave his life in sacrifice for this idea. 
Need is my father, Perry Eugene Kendall, serving his country in the navy during the Second World War. Want was my Dad’s deepest desire to use his god-given talents and extraordinary intelligence. From the humblest and poorest of beginnings, he became a rocket scientist and a member of the team that took America into space. 

And finally, need was a huge motivator for Alice Waters, as a young woman trying to put better food on the table. She chose locally farmed food because it was cheaper and tasted better. Want became Alice’s mission to transform the eating habits of an entire country. For the first time since the Second World War, local and sustainable foods have become a national political conversation.

What I know is simply this: need got many of us in the door here, whenever or however we showed up. In my own case, I had a list of colleges and accumulated credits that would make Sarah Palin blush for lack of completion towards a single degree. Sarah, I can give you a run for the money on this college dilettante thing (pause).
Need was motivational because not having the paper kept me out of grad school. And trust me, I tried every trick in the book to circumvent that. But, here’s the thing: I really, really want grad school.  It’s time that we business people take responsibility to rewrite the rules of economics and business practices, as a matter of social justice and environmental sustainability. 

In the final analysis, wanting this is what brought me here.  

To the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, thank you for making HNU lucky number “8” as the last school I needed to attend for my bachelor’s (pause). Thank you for creating a program that supports the essence of desideration.  

To the staff and professors, I know we adults are both a joy and a pain-in-the-neck. Thank you for keeping the bar high as well as encouraging us take it as far as we wished to go. 
For family and friends, how can we ever repay your affection, your support? It is not enough to say we couldn’t have done it without you. We wouldn’t be here without you. I especially want to thank my partner in life, Tisa Watts. 
And last, but not least, for fellow students, adult and traditional alike:

Be awed of what you do. In each of you, the core of who you are burns brightly when you let us close enough to see it. Don’t ever hide your light under a bushel. 
May your own heart’s desire propel you ever forward in the journey that is uniquely yours, now and always. 

Thank you!  
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