Draft, M Ed hooding, May 2010

Good evening, Sister Rosemarie, Dr. Martin,  honored guests and candidates for graduation in the class of 2010: 

This evening marks a celebration for all the candidates you see before you. They come before you in order to receive a Master’s degree, credential or certificate that signifies they are ready to embark on new journeys in the communities around them. Tonight we honor these graduates, and we recognize the support that family and friends have given them during their studies.

Candidates, 

I invite you to remember those that have brought you to this moment, those living and not living, those you have known, and those ancestors whom you have not known personally, but whose shoulders you stand upon today, whose values imbued your lives with the choices that made education central to your journeys. 

They remind us that there is a time and higher purpose to our lives and to the world around us.

From our diverse histories and lives, we have come together at Holy Names University—sacred place of learning which has its own rich history to draw upon for strength and inspiration.


Holy Names University was founded by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary. Six members of this teaching order came from Canada in 1868 to establish a school on the shores of Lake Merritt. The years between 1868 and 2010 are marked with key events in each of the graduate programs you see represented before you. Each of these programs has blossomed, calling to mind the history of graduates who continue to make their mark in the multicultural communities of California and the world. 


The Master’s Program in Business is more than thirty years old. Currently there are 67 students in the MBA program which includes those in the joint MSN (Nursing) and MBA (Business) program. Over the years, different concentrations were developed to meet needs of the times. Currently concentrations are: Leadership/Management, Finance, Marketing, Sports Management and the newest one—Energy and the Environment. 

In 1983, the counseling psychology program was directed by Sr. Marcia Frideger who brought it into compliance with the Board of Behavioral Sciences requirements for the then MFCC licensure, commonly known now as the MFT license. 

 Counseling Psychology today has approximately 90 students enrolled in one of several Master’s programs: Counseling Psychology, Forensic Psychology, Dual Masters in Forensic and Counseling Psychology, Pastoral Counseling and certificate programs in forensics and pastoral counseling. In addition and in coordination with the Nursing Department, fall semester will see the launching of a new master’s level dual degree in Forensic Psychology and Nursing for those interested in Forensic Mental Health Nursing.

The Education Department has been here a long time—in 1930 the first teacher candidates from Holy Names were credentialed by the state of California.

Today this department has 5 programs: credentialing teachers, preparing educational therapists and offering Master of Education students the opportunity to become experts in their areas of research.  Faculty and graduates are known both nationally through the Educational Therapy program and locally through the preparation of teachers for urban schools in Oakland and the surrounding Bay Area. Last year the Education Department entered into a partnership with Teach Tomorrow in Oakland, continuing a commitment to prepare teachers who represent the diversity of children in Oakland’s schools.

The graduate music programs began in 1956, with an MM in music and an MA in Music Education. The Music Department now offers three masters degrees in music pedagogy--in piano, voice and music education.  The Kodaly music education program, founded by Sr. Mary Alice Hein in 1969, is recognized internationally and is one of the few HNU programs that regularly invites faculty from abroad to teach in summer and academic year courses.  HNU’s American Folk Song Collection for Teaching, recognized as an Archive by the Library of Congress in 1983, is now available to the public via the online American Folk Song Collection developed by music faculty and launched in 2004.

The master’s program in nursing began in 1997 with the initiation of the Family Nurse Practitioner program. In the early 2000’s, a Clinical Faculty option was added, funded with a million and a half dollars by the Moore Foundation. Sixty six students have graduated from that option. Also added was an option for the preparation of nurse administrators. As  demand  for nurses increased, programs were offered by interactive video to hospitals throughout California and in Reno, Nevada. Currently there are seventy three students in the graduate nursing programs. That number is expected to grow as the profession of nursing and the healthcare systems are rapidly changing with increasing needs for nursing faculty and practitioners.  

The Pastoral Ministries Program began in 2001 in response to the desire of then Bishop of Oakland, John Cummins and the Sisters of the Holy Names to offer a professional degree to lay ministers in the church.  In partnership with the Diocese of Oakland, the program was designed to meet the needs of full-time working adults. Graduation requirements include the design and implementation of a pastoral project. These graduates' projects include a mission education program, an adult education program on Lament, a workshop series on the role of women in the church, the development of small Christian communities for teens, a parish education program on the funeral rites, a quinceanera preparation series focused on the full development of young Latina Catholic women, a complete and holistic program of preparation for altar servers that can be adapted in parishes throughout the diocese, and a study of the relationship between evangelization and marketing. Today the Pastoral Ministries program has grown to include partnerships with the Dioceses of Fresno and Stockton, with new partnerships being developed. 
Sophia Center graduates develop a listening heart and an inclusive and integral human presence that is open to the divine and life’s ultimate mystery. Sophia graduates celebrate an interdependence with all creation, engage in acts of creativity and discover their true self as they prepare for a life of service to the earth and its people. Sophia’s graduates come from around the world: Australia, Canada, Ireland, Myanmar, New Zealand, Pakistan and the United States (Bay area, Denver, Detroit, St. Louis, Cincinnati and Sacramento). 

Each of the departments above has had the commitment of a group of dedicated faculty who have worked hard to look at learning from a social justice lens, and created programs to respond to needs in their fields.  

From this rich and multi-textured tapestry of our personal, cultural and institutional history, we take a moment to reflect on the times and rhythms of our lives and to remember:

(here read the book) (and show the slides) 

((To Everything There is a Season) 

Graduates, the past few years have been your time to study.  This evening and tomorrow are your times to celebrate. And then….it will be your time to go forward into  your communities of work and make a difference.  Graduates, congratulations,  it’s your time! 
