Listen---to the word of God!  Happy are they who meditate on wisdom, and reflect on knowledge….
Wisdom, and knowledge----great, powerful abstractions---very appropriate to reflect on in an academic setting, and fittingly chosen as a theme for this Commencement Liturgy---but so very, very abstract.  
And yet all the readings today are full of wonderfully vivid and concrete images---tasty salt, lamps and bushel baskets, rocks and mountains, tents and tent–pegs, listeners at doors and peepers at windows, leafy branches and sheep in the meadow…
What have knowledge and wisdom to do with these? And why two words—knowledge and wisdom? Both are the goal of education: habits of the mind, intellectual virtues---and both are gifts of the Holy Spirit. But our theme speaks of going “from knowledge to Wisdom” ---so they must be different, and the way they are paired suggests that one is more important, more valuable, more final.  One bumper sticker has it that knowledge helps you make a living---wisdom helps you make a life.  In this comparison, knowledge is somewhat dismissed and diminished—and  by some  today, knowledge  is even feared  and rebuked, as disordered, unsatisfying, distracting, maybe even dangerous.  T. S. Eliot’s prophetic words haunt our frenetic age of instant information and data overload:  where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?  Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?  
There are at least three different books with the title From Knowledge to Wisdom for sale on Amazon just now, and what they have in common is a sense of crisis in contemporary culture and especially education, a fear of what can happen to a civilization when it is swamped with facts and heady with know-how, but unclear on what to do with them.  A little learning is a dangerous thing ---but so perhaps is a lot, if it leads to unwise and hubristic choices that can undermine a good human life, maybe even destroy us and the other living things that share our lovely planet.
So what is the difference between knowledge and wisdom?  Some say it is just that knowledge is theoretical, wisdom is practical-- book learning, vs. applied commonsense.  An old saying is that knowledge tells you that a tomato is a fruit, but wisdom tells you not to put it in your fruit salad.  Others say knowledge is just about facts, wisdom about uses and purposes.  But knowledge is more than information, which in turn is more than data—it includes not just knowing that something is the case, but also knowing why, and knowing how to apply the principles learned to create new things and processes.  So what does wisdom add to this?  The ability to discern not just how, but how far to go with what is known, and when, and where, with whom and for what ends.  Wisdom is not the enemy or antagonist of knowledge. It is the active companion and guide in all our curiosity and seeking---it is the lamp-stand that lets the light of knowledge shine where it will do some good---it is the taste and savor that draws us to mine the wonderful salt of learning and to apply it judiciously where it is most needed.
That brings us back to the lovely, lively language in the Scripture readings we just heard. I hope you were startled (in the reading from the Book of Sirach,) by the surprising, even playful  images of what it’s like to be actively engaged in the intellectual quest for knowledge and wisdom--- together.  This is what you graduates have been doing in your years at HNU— vigorously tracking a scent through a wilderness of books, lying in wait for professors and advisors, peeping in windows and websites, camping out in the library, eavesdropping on fascinating conversations, pitching your tent in labs and classrooms and studios---firmly fastening the tent-pegs of your ambitions to the walls of the home of Lady Wisdom.
And now it’s time to let your light shine---share your savory salt with those who hunger for it—put hard-earned knowledge to work in the world, in ways guided by phronesis:  the practical wisdom that links head and heart, discerns the signs of the times and acts on them, finds the golden balance between too much and too little, shares in the original energy of Divine Wisdom in creating a world that is good.
But wisdom is not just active and practical---there is also, for us, a wisdom that is wholly and blessedly contemplative—that makes a nest and rests in her leafy branches---that hears God’s own voice, and bows down before the Lord....
  As Jimi Hendrix famously put it, knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens.
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